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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
MARYLAND. 


Williamsport, September 21, 1833. 
The merlin cannot ever soar on high, _ 
Nor greedy greyhound still pursue the chase; 
The tender lark will find a time to fly, 
And fearful hare to run a quiet race. 


Brother Harrod,—With pleasure we have 
heard those who walk about Zion, marking her 
bulwarks, and considering her palaces, proclaim 
from her battlements her beauty and the num- 
ber of her towers, whilst we who guard the out- 

is have silently watched, waiting for morn- 
ing, hearing the voice of the daughters of 
Zion erying watchman, watchman, what of the 
night? We have raised our weeping eyes, and 
discovering in the east the dawning day, would 
now speak comfortably to Jerusalem and say,— 
All’s well, all’s well. 

The Williamsport circuit is pleasantly situ- 
ated, stretching itself on either bank of the 
Potomac, from Mospev'e Ferry to the mountains 
at Clear Spring, in Maryland; then. from the 
river, spreading out over the “Rich Valley,” it 
extends to Winchester in Virginia. 

It has been one year and nine days since this 
circuit was organized by the Methodist Protest- 
ants. At present it numbers three hundred 
members of this communion, and viewed as a 
body, they are a credit to themselves, and an 
honor to the cause. Being Reformers in prin- 
ciple, they are also a spiritual people, who main- 
tain their ministers and live in peace. Thus 
circumstanced, our prospect is fair. Our prayer- 
meetings are regularly held; lively in their char- 
acter, and beneficial in their effect, for saints 
are edified, and sinners are born again. The 
classes are prospering under the ice of at- 
tentive leaders and a good. Gop; whilst as min- 
isters, we have the pleasure of announcing the 
i ncomparable blessings of the gospel of Christ, 
to congregatious large, growing, and attentive. 
Our Camp-meeting which was held August the 
22d, on the land of brother Light, gave, we be- 
lieve, general satisfaction. ‘l'here were thirty’ 
tents, large and well arranged. We had no 
guards but good order. Our ministerial force 
consisted of brothers Mewherter, Wilson, Ma- 
son and Light, unstationed; and brothers J. S. 
Reese, and F. Stier, W. Kesley, R. Boyd, and 
H. Doyle, itinerants; and Dr. Tilden, Mission- 
ary. The subjects discussed were judiciously 
selected,—delivered in love,—applied by the 
Holy Ghost, and proved a savor of life unto life 
to many. Sinners were convicted, mourners 
comforted, and believers blessed. This we as- 
cribe only to the infinite mercy of Gop in Christ 
Jesus. The best evidence we can give our 
distant friends of our prosperity is an assurance 
that we have received within the last month, 


| 
ith our brethren generally, we have our 


jrapid growth of our church in this circwit, i 


sanctuary; but throu 
seeing the invisible, believing that all things} 
work together for good. Brother Pool having 
recoveredhis health, we intend prosecuting with 
diligence our labor of love, knowing that he 
that goeth forth weeping; bearing precious seed, 
shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bring- 
ing his sheaves with. him. 
Yours, &c. #Jostan VaRDEN. 


Assistant Williamsport circuit. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


NORFOLK. 
East River, Matthews Co. Sept. 18, 1833. 


Dear Brother,—I avail myself of the necessity, 
to write this letter, (which otherwise I might not 
have done so soon,) to inform you, that through 
the kindness and love of God, our Saviour, and 
the steady labours of our pious colleague, Bro. 
Samuel W. Norment, we have made some small 
advance in the good cause of reform, yet it is 
indeed but onal in comparison with other cir- 
cuits and sections of our infant church! We 
began the year with only one meeting-house, or 
church building to worship in—and but one 
regular class! We have now four church build- 
ings with as many classes—and have a paper 
with some signatures to it of considerable weight 
towards building another church for our use, in 
King and Queen County, with a fragment of a 
class already established there. The churches 
and their classes already alluded to, are Bethes- 
da and Hopewell, in Matthews County—Fields 
and Salem, in Gloucester County. At this lat- 
ter place we have had some eight or ten con- 
verts this year, with some few converts and ac- 
cessions at some of the other churches! et alibi/ 
and as peace and love remain with us, we still 
look for better times. 

You will bear.in mind Bro. Harrod, that we 
have had steady opposition from some of the} 
Episcopal Methodists! but such opposition, 
though they in some degree retard our advance- 
ment or growth of numbers, I regard not at all, 
in any other way, than the pity I feel for such 
mistaken people, as lose sight of gospel char- 
ity, through the blinding influence of scctarian 
bigotry; and having no camp-meeting in our 
Circuit this year, we have lost some of our 
labourers at home, to help those circuits as 
Hampton, Northumberland, &c. But sever 
al that have joined us from the Episcopal 
Methodists, and the world, are of the first order 
of members, and we have encouraging prospects 
of a goodly number more, before the conference 
year closes; we ask your prayers in our behalf, 
and those of our entire church also; as I have 

reat confidence in humble fervent prayer, and 
on that God is a present help, in every time 
of need, to all those who put their trust in him. 
I should entertain the hope of a more lively and 


I could prevail upon the community around us 


difficulties, within and without; we are misrep- 


and our own members, to cultivate a spirit of 
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For 


reading—but it is astonishing how small the 
number is that take any — in books, or 
newspapers of any kind, I expect the old side 
have less patronage from Matthews for their 
Christian Advocate, (to which I myself sub- 
scribe) than from the same number anywhere 
else in the United States. I cannot account for 
this indifference to all literature, that reigns 
amongst (nearly) all classes of our community. 
But I am not entirely devoid of all hope that our 
great and good God will cure this evil along with 
others, in his own good time and manner, ere 


ng. 
And now my Brother, as I have no desire to 
boast of our labours or their success, but give 
all the a. God our Father, throagh Jesus 
Christ our Lord and Redeemer, and this by the 
aid of his own blessed Spirit for our well-bein 

so far—neither finding any pleasure in prolixity 

I conclude with every good wish and prayer for 
you and yours, for the enlargement of our Zion, 
as well as the Lord’s entire Zion on earth !— 
Subscribing myself as heretofore, your friend, 
servant, fellow labourer, and brother in Christ 
Jesus and his holy Gospel, 


P.S, As I like to benefit the bodies as well 
as soule of men when in my power, tell me if I 
éver made any communication for the paper on 
that subject—particularly in regard to a Pivot 
Wind Mill* now in operation before me, of 
small stature and price, or cost, but profitable! 
And really useful and possible to almost every 
family in the county-~not costing much above 
$ 150. 

* We have no recollection of receiving any 
thing from Bro. K. on this subject, but will in- 
sert a description, if forwarded, with pleasure. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
CANADA. 
Circuit, Sept. 21, 1833. 

Dear Brother,—I take up my pen to give you 
some information of the work of God in these 
Northern regions, although I cannot give you 
the account of a great ingathering to the church, 
yet the cause has kept going forward,—a few 
have been brought to know the Lord, and unit- 
ed with us, and our congregation has kept on 
the increase. One great hindrance to the revi- 
val of the work of , has been the deep pov- 
erty and distress that has been felt in Canada, 
especially in this part of the country; all being 
nearly a new settled country, and the crops in 
a great measure failing last year—such a year of 
distress has not been felt for some past.— 
But yet amidst all the distress, the good Lord 
has been with us and comforted us in all tribu- 
lation—our societies have kept united and'stead- 
ily going forward in peace and harmony. 
e held a Camp-meeting at He gh, 
which commenced Sept. 5, and three following 
days, which was crowned with the presence of 
God in a most powerful manner. Our congre- 
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gation was small, owing to the lateness of the 
season, the’public being busily engaged with 
the hay and harvest. On Sunday the congrega- 
tion was. large, but never was there at any 
camp-meeting a more serious and attentive au- 
dience—the power of God seemed to rest upon 
the whole assembly, saint and sinner—indeed 
the testimony of many that have attended many 
camp-meetings never witnessed such a well be- 
haved assembly before; but the best of all, the 
Lord crowned the word delivered by his servants 
with his special blessing in the awakening and 
conversion of sinners, many found peace with 
God and returned home praising the Lord for 
what he had done for them—others returned 
groaning for deliverance, and the Lord not only 
made bare his arm in the conversion of sinners, 
but likewise in the cleansing of believers. Six 
found the inestimable blessing of a clean heart, 
and others where thirsting for it. The first 
prayer meeting we had after preaching, a poor 
old French woman that had been brought up in 
the church of Rome, found peace with God.— 
The preachers present where our worthy Presi- 
sident, Nathaniel Gage, Brothers W illcox,Stone, 
Peglar, (who has left the Wesleyan Missionary 
Connectien, and united with us this summer,and 
who intends to give himself entirely up to the 
work,) and myself—the preaching was good and 
powerful. On Saturday afternoon, about two or 
three hours were taken up in the temperance 
cause, when a sermon on the subject of T'emper- 
ance, and was followed by a powerful appeal by 
bro, Stone, and at the close 48 persons came for- 
ward and signed the pledge. On Sunday morn- 
ing the Love-feast commenced, when many glo- 
rious testimonies was born of the power of God 
to save, and at the Lord’s table all denomina- 
tions came forward and partook of symbols of 
dying love of our Lord and Saviour. On Mon- 
day morning at6 o’clock, a farewell sermon was 
delivered by Bro. Willcox, which had a power- 
ful effect, when prayer meetingcommenced un- 
til 9 o’clock, when all formed into aline two and 
two, and marched round the camp ground sing- 
ing the farewell Hymn, when the parting hand 
was given among many tears, when all the 
preachers set off to the Camp-meeting in Beek- 
mantown Circuit—but yet the congregation un- 


soul, | gave out that all who wanted salvation 
to retire to the prayer tent, when it was soon 
fall. The brethren again united in prayer, and 
the power of God again came down; two young 
women that had been in deep distress ever since 
Friday, found peace, and other three found the 
blessing of a full salvation. We continued on 
until one o'clock, when we again parted--the 
brethren being all worn out—all returned home 


other will give you some account.) 
is now kindled, and I 
burn. 


her knees in the same distress—I immediately 
Jeft preaching, for my voice could not be heard; 
when we engaged in prayer, and the Lord»in 


prayed long before a third dropt.and cried aloud 


she said because he loved me, and pardoned my 


willing to part, many being in deep distress of 


praising the Lord for his goodness. Many went 
to the camp-meeting in Beekmantown,and bless 
the Lord, many found peace there, (of which 
camp-meeting I expect Bro. Stone, or some 
The flame 
hope will continue to 


_ Yesterday I attended my first. appointment 
since Our camp-meeting, down the English 
River at Bro. Cowan Shanty’s—in the mid- 


dle of the sermon, one woman began to cry 
aloud for mercy, and in a moment fell prostrate 
with her face on the floor, another dropt upon 


mercy blessed them with salvation—we had ‘not 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


found peace. 1 English, 2 Irish, and 1 French 
woman. The French woman has been seeking 
salvation many months; she left the Roman 
church; she could find no peace there; and she 
said she might go to Hell for the Roman Priest, 
for he never once looked after them. After she 
found peace, I asked her if she loved the Lord. 
O yes said she, I love him with my whole heart. 
I then asked her what she loved the Lord for; 


sins. Such language needs no comment, had 
we a minister that could preach in French, I 
believe much good would be done among the 
French. Our prospects are good and encour- 
aging—reform is gaining ground fast in Canada. 
Ma the Great Head of the Church pour out 
his Holy Spirit more abundantly, till all the earth 
is filled with the glory of God, is the sincere 
prayer of your unworthy brother in Christ, 
| Tuomas STERRICKER, 
Superiniendent. 


NORTH CAROLINA. 


September 23, 1833. 


Dear Brother Harrod,—I am just from a tour 
in the upper circuit of our conference.—The 
first Camp-meeting I attended was held at 
Chesnut Ridge meeting house, a new place. 
taken in by the Methodist Protestants a vear 
ago: tenting on the ground was a new thing to 
most of them; therr were not a great many tents, 
say thirty, with large and attentive congrega- 
tions. And it is believed that on one occasion, 
one hundred truly penitent sinners came to the 
altar soliciting the prayers of the saints for the 
mercies of Christ—There were converted at 
the lowest calculation, thirty souls. Fifty- 
seven members have joined us since the place 
was taken in. 

The next Camp-meeting I attended was in 
Guilford circuit, Sandy Ridge meeting house. 
About eighty or ninety tents, two hundred and 
fifty-three wagons and carriages and their in- 
mates, together with comers and goers, amount- 
ed, it was thought, to eight thousand souls.— 
Not a man attempted to disturb us. Much 
heartfelt joy was experienced by Christians of 
various denominations; though some of the 
most prominent of the old side seemed not to 
wish us God speed, and would not commune 
with us. They are somewhat jealous of this 
young child, and I understand are trying to 
take its life; but the mother is all vigilance, and 
Herod will be rauch perplexed. The meeting 
resulted in the conversion of one hundred ana 
four souls. Before I left the ground about forty 
| joined our fellowship at this meeting. —Thirty- 


It used to be a quaker country, but you see 
they are giving up some of their prejudices. 
The old side are more and more hardened 
against us in that country; and just before I 
arrived in that neighborhood where the above 
last named Camp-meeting was held, hurled a 
tremendous bull at us as a people or church. 
The presiding elder you must know, appears to 
be a man of great address—reads the Bible al- 
most entirely on his knees: the sanctity of his 
appearance imposing: indeed, it would seem a 
breach of charity to suspect him of any unchris- 
tian design. But in the denunciation above 
alluded to, he surely could not have been guided 
by that meekness and those bowels of mercies 
which the Bible would teach an unprejudiced 
man, though he should read it only on his feet 


and soon a fourth, and bless the Lord all four 


two adults came forward at once for baptism. 


forward a Mr. Moman (stationed I think this 
year in'Salisbury,) te being then and there in 
the sacred stand,did utter and pronounce the fol- 
lowing anathema.~-T hey are a people who have 
sat amongst us for thirty years (some of them) 
in our class-meetings, and now have left us. 
and it is now like death to them to shut a class 
door: they are no more than worldlings. The 
world has gone after them, and they have no 
part in the kingdom of heaven.” 

Oh Bigotry! thou deformed spawn of some 
volanic rock—thou hast no head; thou canst 
not think: thou hast no soul—thou canst not 
reason. Harris, 
President N. C. 


For the Methodist Protestant, 


Chatham County, September 16, 1833. 
Dear Brother Harrod,—Our two Camp-meet- 
ings at Chesnut Ridge and Shilow: are now 
over, and I have neglected my duty by not giv- 
ing you information concerning them sooner: 
but if we have been neglectful in times past, 
this is no reason why we should always be so. 
Our first Camp-meeting commenced on Friday 
night, the 16th of August, and ended on Wed- 
nesday the 2ist. Our friends had a goodly 
number of good tents: the congregation large 
and respectable: our ministers came up to the 
help of the Lord against the mighty, and preach- 
ed in the demonstration and power of the spirit. 
The Lord was powerfully present to wound and 
to heal: many were cut to the heart, and cryed 
what they must do to be saved. About twenty 
we supposed, were converted; and about twelve 
gave in their names for membership. 
Our second commenced on Friday night, the 
23d of August, and ended Tuesday the 27th. 
We had of those that dwelt in tents here: our 
congregations were large and very- attentive. 
Our brethren from Granville and Guilford came 
up to help us; and blessed be the name of God! 
our labours were notin vain inthe Lord. There 
were a great many mourners: something near 
a dozen gave their names for membership. This 
meeting-house is situated on a high hill, and a 
few years ago looked like a wilderness, but now 
it looks like the vineyard of the Lord: yea, the 
wilderness and the solitary place have been 
made glad. We have three more Camp-meet- 
ings appointed for Orange circuit; the first at 
Tabernacle, in Guilford county; the second at 
Lind Leys, in Chatham; the third at Salem, in 
Orange county, Hawriver. The first to com- 
mence on the 26th of September; the second 
to commence on the 4th day of October; the 
third to commence on the 11th of October. 

We will try to let you know something of 
the success we meet with at these meetings.— 
We are all in peace here as far as I know; and 
resolve to be 30, being pretty well satisfied with 
our constitution and discipline, believing it to 
be the best in the world. 


Atson Gray, Sup’t. 


We call the attention of our readers to the 
aiticle below, from a late Christian Advocate, 
particularly tothe phraseology. ‘Radicalism is 
not to be found in all our borders.” 

By this we are to understand that Methodist 
Protestantism isnot foundthere. But we copy 
the article to shew the vulgarity of the writer— 
and also to shew that where Methodist Protes- 


alone. The case was this:—At a Camp-meeting 
near Sandy Ridge, he (the presiding elder) put 


tants are not found, some of the preachers of the 
M. E. Church make their boast in terms as vul- 
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gar as Yeprehensible. We disposed. to be- 
lieve, that the article never passed the inspec- 
tion of Mr. Durbin. Having always under- 
stood that he was a mild and amiable man, 
and of course opposed to sarcastic and vulgar 
terms. We know these have been familiar with 

a certain ** * * * *—-but he has returned to the 
shades of private, after vapouring his short time 
in public life—and now, perhaps regrets his for- 
mer indulgence in opprobrious epithets against 
his equals, and also his superiors in many re- 
spects. Time, we are glad to perceive, has a 
mellowing influence on some. Would that it 
had a like influence on all. 

Who this John V. Rigden is, we know not, 
but he has immortalized himself on the scroll of 
names which will be handed down as “bringing 
a railing accusation’’ against those who are his 
betters. We say with Paul, “Vote that man, 
and have no fellowship with him,’’ until he repent, 
by confessing, and forsaking his disposition to 
libelous terms and phrases. Will the Editors, 
will the readers of the Christian Advocate ap- 


prove such low and vulgar inuendoes? We 
think not. 


Augusta Circuit, B. C. Sept. 13, 1833. 
Our first quarterly meeting, and our camp- 
meeting resulted in the conversion of about fifty 
souls, the most of whom were added to the 
Church. We have an encouraging state of feel- 
ing among our members at almost every appoint- 
ment. Radicalism is not to be found in our 
borders; heterodox sentiments are extremely 
rare, and we have general peace. O Lord, send 
more abundant prosperity! Brethren, pray for us. 

Yours, &c. Joun V. Riepen. 
We should like to know how much of the 
“state of good feeling” results from the report 


that ‘‘Radicalism is not found in” their ‘‘bor- 
ders?”’ | 


- CAUTION TO YOUNG MEN. 


Are you solicited to visit the theatre? Think 
before you go, how many young men there first 
entered on that downward road, which conduct- 
ed to the loss of estate, and health, and charac- 
ter, and usefulness, and soul; and which has 
broken many a father’s and mother’s heart. 
And if you will go, before you enter, cast your 
eye over the door, and there read in letters of 
fire, ‘This house is the way to hell, going down 
to the chambers of death.”’ 

Are you solicited to go to the tavern, and 
join in the jovial song, and partake of the cir- 
culating glass? Think before you go, that there 
is the place where men at first become tipplers, 
then swearers, then drunkards, then unkind 
husbands and cruel fathers, then beggars, then 
_ madmen, then corpses. And as to the fate of 
the soul, that God has decided: ‘‘No drunkard 


shall have any inheritance in the kingdom of 
heaven.” 


Business, amusements, company, a general 
relish of life, and a confused hope of mercy in 
God, or of future amendment, keep the soul tol- 
erably quiet here; but how dreadfully amazing is 
it to think of its being consigned to a state of 
eternal reprobation, without one single object to 


divert its attention from its own frightful nak- 
edness ! 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


ECCLESIASTICAL. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
OBEDIENCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY, 

‘Obey them, who have the rule over you lyour 
guides) and submit yourselves, for they watch for 
your souls, as they, that must give an account, that 
they may do it with joy and not with grief, for that 
is unprofitable for you. Hebrews 13, 17.”’ 


The text supposes, that the rulers, or guides, 
do what they ought to do; instruct, command~- 
lead, and watch. Otherwise, the account to be 
given would be unprofitable for themselves. The 
members of churches, are here distinguished 
from the rulers of churches. Church rulers or 
guides, are to be obeyed, and submitted to— 
obey and submit yourselves. Those, who are 
selected, or appointed to administer church 
discipline, ought to have powers of office, 
not common to themselves and those who 
have no such office. What are those powers? 
To say the least; are they not in some respects 
like those of justices of the peace, in civil gov- 
ernments? Should not church rulers have pow- 
er, to keep, or to command the peace; to en- 
force rules, and to preserve order? An office 
ought to protect an officer; and an officer who 
cannot preserve himself from contempt, cannot 
preserve his office. Church government, like 
all other government, ought to have executive 
authority. Disobedience may prevent, or ob- 
struct. the course of justice, and throw things 
into a state of confusion. A ruler may neglect 
his duty, or he may violate law in doing it; but 
then,-it is he, he alone, who is accountable, not 
the church, nor any one, not in office: those are 
only accountable for disobedience, for nut sub- 
mitting themselves. Justice can never be ad- 
ministered by passion and prejudice; but passion 
and prejudice, are almost sure to gain an ascen- 
dancy, when many disobey, or refuse to submit 
themselves to those who have the rule. Anar- 
chy in churches, and disorders in church courts, 
mostly originate in a* want of submission to 
church rulers. Suspicion and jealousy that rul- 
ers will act wrong, may be carried so far as to 
prevent them from acting at all, and so all gov- 
ernment may be suspended. But they who have 
the rule, must rule in court, and not suffer them- 
selves or the court, or the Jaw, to be overruled 
by irresponsible persons. Church members, as 
such have no right to rule. All ruling power is 
in virtue of office; and all rulers in order to be- 
come accountable,must have power to do wrong 
confided to them. Men are not accountable 
for acts which they are hindered from doing, or 
are compelled to do. In every government, 
power enough must be placed in the hands of 
rulers to enable them to act as the duty of their 
office requires. 

But the rulers or guides of churches, are ac- 
countable officers o whom then are they ac- 
countable? To the Lord Jesus Christ, they are 
certainly accountable. But are they not accoun- 
table to the church also? Yes to the church al- 
so. But this is controverted ground. Metho- 
dist Episcopalians, it is well known, hold those, 
who have the rule over the church, to be above 
all accountability to the church—a little of this 
leaven is in our Churchalso. The love of pow- 
er, or ambition, is the fault and corruption of 
human nature; and the very pinnacle of ambi- 
tion in this world is, to be above responsibility 
to those whom we govern. Let church rulers 
come to be unbelievers in future rewards and 
punishments; while they know, that upon their 


own principles, they have nothing to loose, or 
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to stiffer from their church in this world, in the 
exefcise of power; and what principle remains 
to restrain them. Experience proves that un- 
der temptation, or propensity to do wrong, fear 
of consequences is generally the last check and 
when that is gone, ail is gone. It may not be 
said that no man everdid, or ever can overcome 
in such a kind of naked struggle (if it may be 
so called) but all must know how the force of 
propensity increases, as the fear of detection 
and punishment diminishes. 

We hold church rulers to be accountable to 
Christ as head of the church—to their brethren; 
to the church itself for their conduct—and to 
history, for their future character. _ Accounta- 
bility to Christ, implies all the rest; it is the ge- 
nus, which includes the species. The future 
rewards of the scriptures, are never wholly se- 
pe able from present ones. The truth of the 
future is often argued from the present. Al- 
though we must all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ to give an account for the deeds 
done in the body; yet we are never wholly free 
from the pleasures of virtue, and the pains of 
vice throughout our present life. Here, then 
are two great principles of church government. 
Obedience a submission in the ruled; and ac- 
countability in the rulers. But these may be so 
modified as to give rise to a great variety of 
forms. Now it is evident, that if no confidence 
is placed in church rulers, or if no poweris con- 
fided to them, there can be no obedience. Be- 
hold the common error of churches which adopt 
democratic principles, or universal equality.— 
Equality in the movements of government is as 
impossible, as in the movements of nature 
When a ruler is made and vested with ruling 
power, he ceases to be equal with those whom 
he is appointed to rule over. Error here seems 
to proceed from a want of rogard to time. No 
time is given for rulers to act, and jealousy of 
power takes up the time of obedience. In this 
respect, the agreement between civil and reli- 
gious anarchy is striking. The plans of one day 
are distrusted and destroyed the next; and a new 
ruler becomes a new subject for suspicion.— 
Heuce it is that Anarchy drives men to seek re 
pose in divine right as its only remedy. Whole 
churches seldom fall into universal disorder at 
once. Offences at first are commonly indivi- 
dual, or from small beginnings. The ministers 
of discipline are accountable to the whole or its 
representatives, or its functionaries, for the man- 
ner in which they discipline the offending part. 
Plain as this view is, it is not to be ove looked 
that as a subject becomes complex, circum- 
stances must be accommodated to it. Where 
those who might compose a church living in one 
place, so circumstanced as not to admit of in- 
tercourse with any church or minister would 
they not have a right to unite, to choose their 
ruler—to obey him; and if he neglected, or vio- 
lated his duty to dismiss him,and choose anoth- 
er? When however, churches might increase, 
this kind of congregational independence might 
not prove to be the most excellent way, if i0- 
deed, it should remain practical. Many coun- 
sellors might be required to ensure safety. But 
in all cases of mre or of increase of mem- 
bers, the accountability should be kept in view, 
and indirect or more complex processes,are only 
to be preferred to immediate and direct ones, as 
they may be found to be better suited to secure 
the ends of justice. , 

Anarchy then, is to be prevented by obedience 
and submission to rulers. Tyranny by accoun- 
tability to the churches, Passion anc party 


feeling, are always hasty—they drive things to 
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extremes. Duty and justice require 


patience.. Church rulers cannot always G¥oid 


making themselves enemies. Much wisdom and 
experience are often needed to preserve the 
unity of the spirit in the bonds of peace; and 
eonterences, conventions, or may be 
required as a last resort. 


Whatever may be thought of the supposed 
case of an individual church, it is well known, 
that whenever churches have become numerous, 
they have united in some way to give the great- 
er effect of discipline, and to ensure greater 
common success. The independent churches 
themselves, although they admit of no control 
from other churches, yet they give and receive 
counsel, which is in effect equal to authority; for 
christians will. not long hold fellowship with 
those who will neither agree among themselves, 
nor take counsel. 


But are unstationed preachers (so called) to 
be excluded from ail part in the rule of the 
church? Are the reasons of those, who think 
they ought to be excluded sufficient to justify the 
measure? One argument bearing upon the case, 
seems to have been little attended to. In civil 
govetmments all agree that executive authority 
seldom or ever succeeds well, in any bands,that 
no community can obey two or more masters, 
and that by increasing co-ordinate executive of- 
ficers, their individua! responsibility must be di- 
minished. In the most democratic forms of gov- 
ernment, the necessity of one president at a 
time is yielded to. Now if there is, and ought 
to be, but one ruler, for one church at the same 
time, all others, whether stationed or unstation- 
ed, must be excluded. The only question,then 
is, why may not an unstationed preacher be eli- 
gible to the appointment without changing his 
relation, and his name of office? It may still be 
argued, that if accountability to the church is a 
necessary condition, a condition of accountabil- 
ity must be attended to. A stationed preacher 
is in a responsible condition. He depends up- 
on his ministry for his support and his charac- 
ter. Not so the unstationed preacher. The 
knowledge, the ability, and the integrity of the 
latter, in comparison of the former are not to be 
questioned; but still the responsibility of sta- 
tioned preachers is necessarily the greater— 
First, then, ruling power ought not to be divid- 
ed. There should be but one ruler ata time for 
One station, circuit or church, and every station, 
circuit or church should have one ruler. 


Second, As it is desirable within reasonable 
bounds, to increase responsibility; it is a good 
general rule, when rules ought to become gen- 
eral, that the rulers should be selected from 
among those who give their whole time to the 
ministry. But all is not effected, as some sup- 
poses bya nominal exclusion from office. The 
act M@ well attested, that churches are some- 
times governed by those who are not recognized 
as rulers. To be without office, is not always 
synonimous to being without influence over 
those who have oflice. Were unstationed 
preachers selected as rulers, and made duly re- 
sponsible for their official acts, we should feel 
no th ok or conscientious scruples in obey- 
ing and submitting ourselves; andawe see no 


reason why they may hot rule when rulers are 
needed. | 


~The founder of Methodism, and, Methodism 
in so far as it is identified with his. ministerial 
principles and practices, may be regarded as one 
person, or body; the disposition, or constitution 
remaining unchanged. The whole is bottemed 
upon the acceuntability of the itinerant minis- 


‘METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


ow is there not cause to fear that Protestant 
Methodism in this country will take on the dis- 
position, the constitution, and the character of 
disobedience to church rulers or in effect, will 
not be ruled? That there is such a germ, or such 
a seed sown, is but too evident. Whenever, 
the crisis has tested the strength of church rul- 
ers, has it not failed? And if it fails not in any 
instance will it not be, because it has not been 
tried. Let the unstationed preachers under- 
stand us distinctly. It is our opinion that if 
they become church rulers, or pastors, or bish- 
ops, the lot can only fall upon one at a time, in 
the same place, to the exclusion of the itinerant 
preachers, and the rest of themselves also; and 
that on whomsoever the lot may fall he must be 
the responsible person. The stewart of the dis- 
cipline is to he identified, and not be an unde- 
fined partnership. When the call is made— 
give an account of thy stewardship, it must be 
by name; and if found wanting, to the same 
name it must be said, thou mayest be no longer 
stewart. Churches are losers, by a partnership 
of rulers, as responsibility is thus lost. When 
there are more preachers than churches all can- 
not be rulers. Other churches make rulers no 
faster than they are wanted; and in general they 
do not aim to make more preachers than rulers. 
Not so with us, we increase our preachers in- 
definitely. There are but two modes, by which 
all preachers can become rulers. 1. by making 
as many churches as there are preachers. 2, or 
by reducing the number of the preachers to that 
of the churches. To divide the office can only 
end in disappointment and confusion. 


Jealousy of power may be a virtue, or it may 
be a vice; when it tends to produce anarchy, it 
is a vice, and a vice In many respects very per- 
nicious. Men do not respect those whom they 
refuse to obey, and there is but one step to con- 
tempt; but these feelings do not confine them- 
selves to mere matters of government,the whole 
of the ministerial character is generally involv- 
ed. Devotional feelings and fellowship cannot 
be sustained but the confusion and evil work 
stop not here, the tree which bears such fruit 
will be judged to be an evil tree indeed. 


Ruling power is the main spring of all gov- 
ernment. The controversy among churches has 
not been, whether such a spring were necessa- 
ry; but where it should be placed. If we will 
not have it in a universal bishop, nor in dioce- 
san bishops; can we dispense with it, in the pas- 
tors of churches? Until the beginning of the 
present century, the power to try and expel 
members in the M. E. Church, was wholly iu the 
itinerant preachers. A call for a committee of 
the members of the church was then yielded to; 
but no body thought of leaving the power in 
their hands, and making them accountable, to 
the church for its exercise. It is however now 
apparent, that the cause of liberty would have 
been more benefitted by the latter course than 
by the former. In their zeal for equality men 
are apt to forget how power in the hands of 
rulers may become a terror to evil doers, and 


there is no fear of office there is no fear of offi- 
cers. Church rulers who are not feared are sel- 


domloved. Let these officers be crowned only, 
with the thorny cares of government, and the 
scene of “Hail, king of the Jews!’’ may be act- 
ed over again. The show and name of power 
without the substance is always treated with 


ridicule. Nature and simplicity, those favorite 
“epithets so often applied. to governments, have 


ry to Christ, to the exclusion of the gharch— 


‘consequent praise to them that do well; where} 


little or no appncstion to the subject. ‘Society 
is not natural; but artificial, and conventional. 
Anarchy and tyranny, both are very simple.— 
They take the short way, and make short work. 
Art is indirect, what it gains in power or force, 
it loses in time. The lever and the pully are 
not so simple, nor so quick, as the naked hands. 
What operation is more simple than, I will and 
you shall; and what operation is more tyranni- 
cal? The human passions are human nature, 
but they are to be governed, and are the hin- 
derances of government. No simple and di- 
rect means have ever yet been found out to.con- 
quor anarchy, but absolute power. Obedience to 
church rulers, is indeed in one sense very sim- 

le, and in ts operations seems very natural.— 
But it is not the dictate of the human passions. 
Its origin is in heaven, it is one of the good and 
perfect gifts of inspiration which comes down 
from above from the Father of lights. Behold 
the simplicity of revelation, not of nature;— 
wisdom from above, not of passion. ‘‘Obey 
them that have the rule over you, and submit 
yourselves’’—for they must give account. Be- 
hold the only cure and preventive, anarchy and 
despotism! What would all the rules in the 
world avail without these? Equal and exact jus~ 
tice may be attainable; bnt equality between the 
ruler and those who are ruled, is impossible.— 
Let then this phantom be no longer pursued. 
The glory and praise of churches are not mere- 
ly individual. The family, the school, the com- 
pany, the society, the church, the city, or the 
pation whose ruler is shamed and dishonored, 
gains no glory nor praise. In all organized, 
healthy, national bodies, the responsibility is as 
it were, equal to the power; equilibrium is thus 
preserved, not by debility. In-a new church 
like ours, which has to contend for the accoun- 
tability of church rulers to the churches, against 
a numerous, well disciplined, and powerful body; 
more power might safely be given to rulers,than 
is actually in the rulers of the irresponsible par- 
ty. The controversy never ought to-have been 
conceived to be between power.and no power. 
Comparisons about degrees of power is not to 
the purpose. The question should be, do we 
give power over the church; which is not an- 
swerable to the church? [If all our- rulers are 
made accountable for the exercise of all their 
power; the amount of it may be regulated by 
the demands for it. It may often happen in 
new places, that a minister may have nearly all 
the knowledge and experience, like a father in 
the family; in such cases.were he without the 
power to act as a father, and trust to the ignor- 
ant and inexperienced, all might be lost. Are 
not things of this kind matters of history. If 
the Methodist Protestant Church has only anar-- 
chy to oppose to the irresponsibility of itinerant 
preachers, the result can be easily and. cer- 
tainly foreseen. Fate itself is not more cer- 
tain the fall of anarchy before absolute power. 
How can that maintain itself against potent op- 
position, which is destined to fall to pieces un-. 
der its own action? Our rules and rulers cannot 
save us from anarchy, but our obedience and. 
submission to them. It is by. more discipline 
rather than by less, that we can maintain a stand 
in favour of our principles.. If. the young chil- 
dren will not be governed, what can be expect- 
ed. when they grow older; when the disposition. 
has grown into a habit? Every example, must. 
‘count for one. How many have already occur-. 
red.in our short history! How many ehurches. 
have passed the crisis; and how many yet remain. 
to be tried! Let the character of anarchists be,. 


but.once fixed. upon us, and. we can. rise nO» 
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more. Men will not run the risk of a repeti- |Some of these it is believed, had their eye on 
tion. Who wants or wishes, the revival of the} Congregationalisin,.and made this the “entering 
revolutionary party,in the kingdoms that became/| wedge;”’ the others acted (it is charitable to 
the victim ofits anarchy. If everthe bad name] presume) without having given the subject a 
comes, it must come to us all. The world will] proper investigation as relates to the duties and 
not be at the pains (why should it) to judge be-| privileges of Superintendents amongst us. I am 
tween us. Never perhaps have a people had| happy also to think that there cannot be ten 
more at stake. Anarchy! shall this most fatal] persons in our fellowship in N.C. who are in 
of all diseases become epidemic, among a peo-| any wise favorable to any of the resolutions on 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


re just struggling for a responsible ministry?— 
f it be yet in our power to prevent it, soon it 


may be forever too Jate. Save us brethren, O! 


save us from the irredeemable and eternal curse|and as we dearly love some of the brethren 


of anarchy. You can only do so by obeying 
accountable guides. 


conviction sink deep in every heart, that no evil 
can befal us, or prove more ruinous to our char- 
acter than disobedience and insubordination.— 
In great attempts, it is glorious even to fall. 
Should we fall united, fall while we are demon- 
strating the practical union of obedience and 
accountability, shall not our fall be the rising; 
the triumph of liberty? 


defeat be told, let it be known that we yielded| newed their efforts on the followin 
only to force, and fell through no fault of ourjat an especial call of the quarterly meetin 

own, and posterity must admire and applaud—/| conference, (I suppose for this very ane 
and while they do so, will they not imitate? The} under more favorable circumstances, some of 
crisis is come, the choice is ours. Let us de-| the Saturday’s members being called to attend 
cide now—we will be heroes, and leave it to|to indispensable duties of their 
Him who disposes of the lots, whether we shall | thus age the burden of opposition on the} 

a 


be martyrs, or conquerors, He will dispose, as| shoulders o 
Roanoke circuit, who at last, finding that he 


was in the minority, washed his hands in inno- 
cency by leaving the house, (I am told.) 


shall most subserve the greater good. 
SENEX. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


yours, who, in the 37th No. of Vol 3. of our 


paper, takes notice of a string of resolutions, | which ought not to have been attached to us as 
which he attributes to the members of the quar-| 4 conference. 


terly conference of Guilford circuit, ) to discharge 


these Guilford brethren from the imputation of pass a resolution which is doubtless unconstitu- 
being the authors of said resolutions. I state} tional; but it was done out of profound respect 
this knowingly and emphatically, they Gre not} to the mover, in whom they suspected nothing 
the authors; nor are they in the remotest sense ||ike a design to bring to naught our itineracy: 
; é some of those who voted for it on these grounds 

I have just returned from a tour which I took | haye expressed with hearty penitence their er- 
amongst them at the very time these resolutions | ror, 
were circulating amongst them for their con-| they shall be forgiven. 


the abettors or approvers of them. 


sideration and adoption:—I conversed freely 
with them on these very subjects, and found| 
not a man, no not one, either lay, stationed or 
unstationed, who could be carried one inch in 
the way those resolutions seem to point. They 
all seem perfectly content with, and heartily 


essly, and gloriously. 


rangement of our last annual conference in this 


matter, made under circumstances that then}|Church and its Annual Conference? If so, what 


existed, (viz: want of old men who wonld de-|is it? . 
"eo 2. If according to the liberties taken with the | uosusceptible of any affinity with evangelical thought or 


vote the whole of their time to travel and] 


Rise, then, unite, and re-| and die,) we levy it a tax on poor human na- 
solve, as one man, to place sufficient power in}ture, and would fain discharge them from all 
the hands of your rulers to govern; and Jet the | further responsibilities in regard to them. 


Let the story of our| knowing that Rome was not built in a day, re- 


|ters, I congratulate my good friend ‘‘Peter’’ in 

Dear Brother Harrod,—I this moment rise | the almost certain prospect that he will realize 
on a sick bed to which I have been confined for} his hope in regard to our next annual confer- 
some time, to call on Peter (a correspondent of| ence; and thet by firm and Christian demeanor 


merous, and many of them havin 
approve of, the present constitutional regula-|to first rate intelligence, you will oblige me by 
tions under which they are going on so resist-|the admission in your columns of the followiug 
The old ministerial] | queries, 
brethren who have been made the pack-horses|of soliciting such reflections from your writers 
of complaint in regard to junior ministers hav-}as they believe are best calculated to subserve 
ing the superintendency, declare that the ar-|the interests of our Church. 


which ‘Peter’ has bestowed some brief at- 


tention. 
As, however, they might be well intended, 


who aided in bringing them to light, (to languish 


There are some members of the quarterly 
conference from whence said resolutions sprang 
who cannot be held responsible. They were 
introduced, I am informed, on Saturday, and 
owing to the sunlight which shone upon the 
subject, by some who then were upon the floor, 
their passage was stopped; but the authors, 


Monday, 


rofession,— 


young mah who has charge of 


From what I know and learn of these mat- 


we shall be able to wipe off much of the odium 


It is true, however, our last conference did 


I say, according to Christ’s own doctrine, 


Yours, &c. Harais. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


Mr. Editor,—As your correspondents are nu- 
high claims 


hich are respectfully proposed in view 


1. Have we a bond of union throughout our 


4. Could not a bond .of.union,.if pro . 
formed, be rendered available to the success 
prosecution of missionary efforts on a broad 
scale, and can our tations be 
conducted without some such bond. of union? . 
5. If we have not such a bond of union, is it 
not proper for your correspondents, to, begin to 
make such suggestions as shall propose a defi- 


nite and simple one? | : 
: An American Methodist. | 


BALTIMORE: | 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 11, 1883. 
“Reform is going down”—“There will not be sach a 
church or people known as Methodist Protestants dn 3 
years”—“'They are coming to nothing,” &e. &c. 
are the prophecies of the itinerant preachers of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church,and those of their immediate 
satellites. We are afraid more falsehoods inthe way of 
prophecying have been uttered by these than they have 
yet been pardoned for by the Judge of all the earth. 

A private letter from the Book Agent’s Son reports the 
heart cheering faet, that the Ohio Conference of the 
Methodist Protestant Church, now numbers about ten 
thousand four hundred members. What will those false 
prophets now say? Will the public believe their repre- 
sentations hereafter? Let us pray that these false proph- 
ets may repent and be forgiven ! : 

Let all our friends and brethren every where take 
courage—and in the strength of God go forward—trust- 
ing that He who has been “‘with us” may continue “‘with 
and multiply us in graces and in numbers. | 

All doubt of our success is now removed forever.— 
Now let us covenant anew with God and with each oth- 
er, to be more holy and more active than heretofore. O 
that our ministers may all be filled with heavealy love, 
and be baptized with the Holy Ghost, and all the mem-. 
bers be living members, whilst all dead weights shall 
be laid aside. 2 


The extension of religious influence over the commu- 
nity must ever be a subject of deep interest to every 
good patriot, as well as to all true Christians. There is 
no condition of society but what the gospel essentially 
improves. This is the fact in regard to its external in- 
fluence, and much more so where its transforming power 
in the heart and the character is felt and seen. Poor and 
tasteless indeed are those pleasures or amusements, so 
called, which have no congeniality with the spirit of re- 
ligion; which, so far from being admitted or justifigd by 
it, are in direct opposition to its mandates, and under its 
sentence of displeasure; such pleasures as the card ta- 
ble—the horse race—or even the fashionable assembly. 
These scenes may be annihilated by the gospel, but they 
can never be improved by it, because they ‘are’ wholly 


affection. 


preach,) are such as meet their entire concur-| Constitution, in making such laws as the pecu- Very different is the ease, however, with clicumstances 
’ 


rence; and they told me that they would, God|liarities of the conferences may be supposed to re- 


willing, attend our next annual conference, in| quire, be carried out, we should like to be in- 
order to give (by their votes) the untruth of any| formed how a bond of union can be established 


rumor borne in any way to their part, of any} and perpetuated? 


‘Jealousy’ and ‘‘discontent,’”’ in regard to the 
arrangement said to be complained of. Indeed, 
within the bounds of the ; 
believe there are only five who ever complained. |! perpetuated as a unit? 


3. It is further asked if a bond of union can- 
not be established, on what reasonable ground 
. ©. conference, I} can we predicate a hope that our church can be 


‘which Christianity recognises as lawful in themselves, 
‘because of their connexion with the pursuitsor relations 


tof man asa human being. Hence every enterprise of 


agricultural or mechanical genius and industry, every. 
intellectual or purely moral scheme, with which the pre-. 
sent generation is busied, is perceived evidently to-de- 


rive a sublimity of character and equally a stimulus to, 
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action and success, from any connexion they have with 
the principles of Christianity, whether as professedly 
acknowlédging in their very design its excellence and 
authority, or as being in the hands or under the discreet 
supervision of its lovers and its friends. This remark is 
true of all social life. Society is sanctioned as well as 
sanctified by the grace of God, and it is thus dear and 
pleasant because it is thus holy and heavenly. 

Now no one who Jays any claim whatever to accuracy 
of sentiment upon the subject will question the justness 
of these remarks, and yet how few act as if they really 
believed them. Surely then the great reason why the 
gospel is not more successful is, that men do not yicld a 
hearty assent to its doctrines. The unconverted attend 
on its ministry, and hear the awful denunciations which 
the Son of God has pronounced upon sinners, and yet go 
on as unconcerned as they had been listening to the idle 
speculations of men, whilst they profess to believe what 
they have heard, and declare that they expect to be 
judged accordingly. And how much better is it with the 
majority of the Christian world, of those too who are 
estimated as evangelical in sentiment and experience’— 
We say a majority, but might we not have said a much 
greater proportion of the professedly evangelical part 
of the Christian church. Are two fifths of the Metho- 
dists living and acting as if they really believed the gos- 
pel in its revelation of either duties or privileges? That 
they should be holy in heart and life, is their doctrine.— 
They subscribe to it as such, and inculcate it as a glo- 
rious and distinguishing truth of Christianity; and such 
certainly it is. It involves a most sacred duty or requi- 
sition, and equally proffers the purest and most glorious 
privilege. 

But O ye Methodists, multiplied and multiplying still 
as ye are,over this land by thousands and thousands,how 
many of you now are witnesses of sanctification, of per- 
fect love, and shew that youare daily walking with God. 
Ye may be teachers in the espousal of distinguishing 
_ doctrines, as symbols of faith, but nothing is availing be- 

fore God but truth in the inward perts; and we are con- 
fident that the principal obstruction to the sweeping pro- 
gress of the gospel is, that its professed believers and 
friends, in the first place, do not cordially assent and 
yield to its unquestionable exhibitions of duties and 
privileges, and secondly, that the thousands who attend 
upon the preached word—with even avowed respect for 
its doctrines—do not credit what they hear, and give 
themselves no concern to understand what is implied in 
faith. 

Now this is an awful state of things; for if we do not 
believe, and that too with hearts unto righteousness, we 
cannot be saved. These thoughts we should pursue, but 
time will not permit. We conclude with urging upon 
brethren the consistency of valuing such gracious bless- 
ings, and of cultivating all the extraordinary as well as 
the ordinary means of grace, by which they may them- 
selves become more holy and useful, and by which oth- 
ers, yea thousands, yet unborn to God, may, peradven- 
ture by their example and assistance, be waked up toa 
saving sense of the great realities of religion. Our 
brethren, ministers and people, are hereby informed that 
an occasion of extraordinary effort in the cause of God, 
will be afforded them at Georgetown, in the charge of 
Bro. Stockton, to commence on Friday the 11th of 
Oct. and that they are affectionately invited to attend 
it, both for personal and mutual benefit. 


¢F-Subscribers in Nova Scotia, are informed that they 
are after this date, required to pay their postage to the 
Post Master on the lines, or their papers cannot be for- 
warded. The publisher has paid for several numbers— 
which is charged to their account. 


The greatest want of all, is a want of the sense 
of our wants. This is the root of infidelity. 
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|. We have acknowledged our obligations on a 


former occasion to the “Churchman.” We 
herewith present an extract from the editorial 
article of the last number of that valuable paper. 

Shall Protestant Episcopalians,who have gen- 
erally heretofore been so tenacious of congre- 
gational establishment, and the settlement of 
ministers for life, or during good behaviour,now 
speak out on the subject of mission and mis- 
sionary labours, and shall not Methodist Protes- 
tants feel keenly rebuked when they perceive 
themselves rivalled by Protestant Episcopalians. 
We hope our readers will give the following ex- 
tracts an attentive perusal—and that will induce 
renewed effort on our part, as a people,to grea- 


ter exertion in the cause of itinerant or mission- 
ary labour. 


Tue tHe anD THE Press, 
are the three great engines by which in the pre- 
sent state of society Christianity is to be spread. 
When we give the Pulpit. the precedence, we 
intend to embrace it in its two-fold influence, 
missionary and parochial. The missionary spirit 
has ever been the life of the Church. Go ye 
and preach the Gospel was enjoined by our Lorp 
as a paramount duty, and was thus identified 
with the very essence of our faith, and rendered 
thereby an inherent and permanently operative 
cause of its diffusion. But in avoiding Scylla, 
let us not fall into Charybdis. The missionary 
spirit, it should be remembered, is an integral 
part of the Christian, and much more of the 
ministerial character. Nor do we only demand 
evidence of its existence in the Church by the 
voluntary consecration of ‘many of her sons ex- 
clusively to missionary labors in distant lands. 
We assert that the missionary spirit should ani- 
mate all, and that without this feature even the 
settled ministry will be shorn of its glory. The 
settled minister himself ought to be the mission- 
ary of his neighborhood. He should aim at the 
conversion of all as well as at the edification of 
some. While the minister, therefore, seeks to 
adorn his flock with spiritual graces, let him at 
the same time proclaim to all within the reach 
of his influence, the fundamental duties of re- 
pentance and conversion. ‘Thus actuated,aim- 
ing at the moral regeneration of those without 
as well as at the edification of those within, the 
minister of Curist carries in his own bosom, 
and therefore communicates to others the mis- 
sionary spirit, and very naturally creates a sym- 
pathy for moral destitution abroad by awakening 
attention to moral destitution at home. Without 
this spirit the ministry of Christ sinks the better 
half of his office. By having his attention di- 
verted from the wickedness and misery of those 
whom he should endeavor to save, he ®ever can 
rightly appreciate the spiritual worth of those 
whom he endeavors to preserve. Thus the am- 
bassador of Curist loses his efficiency: he be- 
comes nothing more than the parson (parochia- 
nus) of his charge, and the parish church dwin- 
dles down to a mere spiritual refectory. 


Tue Scuoot offers another and most encour- 
aging field of Christian labor, but a field in which 
as yet nothing has been done; comparatively, 
that is, to what may be done. The very first 
demand in Christian education is a Christian 
literature, and yet, although we are more than 
eighteen hundred years advanced in the Chris- 
tian era, not a language in Christendom is pos- 


sessed of a pure Christian literature. The Eng- 


lish comes the nearest to it; and of the English 
classics, Dr. Johnson probably stands as high as 
any in the scale of Christian excellence. And 
yet even in the writings of this celebrated mor- 
alist how studied an avoidance is there of av 
exhibition of every doctrine, and an appeal to 
every motive distinctively Christian? é truth 
is that education, to be in any distinctive sense 
Christian, or rather evangelical, for Christian in- 
deed it is as distinguished from what is Pagan or 
Mahometan, must begin anew, and from new 
principles. Like the Pulpit, too, the School 
presents itself under a two-fold aspect in refer- 
ence to its secular and spiritual influence. Se- 
cular instruction cannot with safety be intrusted 
to secular hands—if we may thus use the work 
secular in contradistinction, not to what is cler- 
ical, but to what is Christian. But inasmuch as 
there are more pressing and more strictly reli- 
gious calls to which the clergy are bound to re- 
spond, it had better, except in peculiar cases,be 
left to Jaymen, with the security, however, of 
Christian character, and a belief in the Christian 
revelation, without which an inlet is opened for 
the insidious iufusion into the youthful mind of 
infidel corruptions. But with regard to spiritual 
instruction and moral discipline the case is dif- 
ferent. Who can exercise a greater, more di- 
rect and efficient influence in behalf of the gos- 
el than the spiritual pastor of a youthful flock? 
hat station is there which more demands or is 
more capable of bringing intu play the varied in- 
fluences of pure character, great experience,and 
apt talents? The minister of a juvenile congre- 
gation preaches to communities; each member 
of his charge being destined to become the cen- 
tre of acommunity of his own. He not only 
sows the seed, but he has a fair chance to culti- 


vate and rear the plant. He can form habits as 
well as inculcate principles. 


But the Press! who can calculate the effects 
of its multifarious agency? Who can tell the 
‘progeny of life’ to which it is hourly giving 
birth? Who can look at its various ramifications 
from the penny magazine to the dignified quar- 
terly, from the ubiquitary tract to the unportable 
folio, and with a power less than omniscient es- 
timate its influence in all its bearings, collateral 
and remote, in al) its results, beneficial and inju- 
rious? Its tendency has been, in a great mea- 
sure, and will continue to be in a much greater 
measure, to take to itself and turn into new 
channels much of the influence which was once 
the peculiar prerogative either of the Pulpit or 
the School. But the mention of the Press 1s 


fitter for the beginning of an article than the 
end of it. 


Mr. Editor,—I herewith send you an article 
written by one of our brethren on the subject of 
Ordination, in reply to a minister of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church; published in the ‘“Mu- 
tual Rights and Christian In’elligencer,”’ for 
1130. The paper is so very clear and con- 
clusive, that I think it merits a place in the 
Methodist Protestant. By giving it an inser- 


tion you will oblige a SUBSCRIBER. 


‘ Sir,—That you have acquired some celebrity 
among your*brethren, in the art of assailing 
private character, and that for your ‘“‘unchristiau 
railing and violence,’ is a well known fact. 
But that you should attempt still further noto- 
riety, by attacking the validity of reform ordina- 
tion, must have been quite beyond the calcala- 
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METHODIST PROTESTANT: 


tion of your warmest admirers. Our surprise at 
your writing upon a subject, which evidently 
you did not anderstand, was only exceeded by 
clearly diseOvering that you did not even mnder- 
stand yourself. | 

In the first paragraph and fourth sentence of 
your communication, you advance a doctrine, 
which completely overturns all your subsequent 
remarks. You say, ‘‘nor do I dispute the right 
of each and every sect to solemnly set apart 
their own ministry to office, in that way and 
manner they may think proper.’ That the re- 
formers have done this, you cannot, you dare 
not deny. Yea, you admit this very thing in 
another part of your paper. “The ‘convention,’ 
or ‘a large and respectable meeting’ of some 
dozen or twenty schismatics, decreed that those 
ministers should be received with all their offi- 
‘cial powers.” Now, sir, it is perfectly imma- 
terial, whether the convention was composed of 
some dozen, or twenty, or even a hundred mem- 
‘bers, since it is clear they have done the very 
‘thing, which you admit they have the very thing, 
which you admit they have a right to do: i.e. 
‘to set "aaa their own ministers, in their own 
way. Never did a-man prove more conclu- 
sively the very thing which he was endeavouring 
to disprove, than you have done in this case; 
which will be still more evident, by throwing 
your propositions into a logical form. 


Prop. 1. Each and every sect has an un- 
disputed right to set apart their ministry to 
Office, in the way and manner they may deem 
proper. 

Prop. 2. But the Associated Methodist 
churches, as a sect, have set apart their ministry 
in the way and manner they judged proper. 


Ergo. The ministry of the Associated Me- 
thodist churches are properly set apart, i. e. 
properly ordained. That the conclusion is a 
legimate deduction from the premises, no one 
can pretend to deny. ‘The misfortune, how- 
ever, of the ‘‘radicals,’’ or ‘“‘schismatics,’’ or 
whatever other opprobrious epithet you may 
please to give the reformers, seems to consist in 
this, they have not received their ministry in 
the way and manner that ‘‘S.” judges best; al- 
though ‘“‘S.”’ allows them the right to judge for 
themselves. Yea, and admits they have done 
so. Judging from its contents, the proper title 
of the paper under review would be ‘S. versus 
8.” §. the Ist evidently has the advantage of 
S. the 2d, in the argument, as shall appear more 
clearly in the sequel. 


Let it be remembered that *‘S’’ the Ist, con- 
tends that each and every sect can set apart its 
ministry in the way and manner they may deem 
best; and as such is their right, they can have 
them ordained by imposition of hands or not, 
and the imposition can be done by their own 
sect, or by that of any other, just as they may 
judge best. But no, says “S” the 2nd, this 
cannot be admitted; for this very admission 
proves the validity of reform ordination, a thing 
which you know I will oppose with my last 
breath. The ordination which the reformers 
received from the Methodist Episcopal church 
is not valid—‘‘Nor will any one sect ordain 
ministers for another, or suffer another to do it 
for them.” In this last sentence you advance 
not so much your own opinion as the opinion 
of others, and that too in regard to practices 
which are subjects of history. Is it then, .a 
inatter of fact, supported by the testimony of 
history, “that one sect will not ordain ministers 
for another, or suffer another to do it for them?” 
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American Methodists, as a member and pres 
byter of the Church of England, or as a mem- 
ber and presbyter of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church? If you say as a member and presbyter 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, then ac- 
cording to your doctrine, contained in another 
part of your paper, where you say, ‘‘well, then, 
how can he carry into another church powers 
which he could not carry with him out of the 
church which conferred them on him,” Mr. 
Wesley lost his official standing, and could not 
therefore ordain, only asa layman. This infer- 
ence is still further confirmed, by what you say 
in regard to the official property. which the 
church has in its ordination. ‘‘Those official 
powers are the property of the church for whose 
use they were conferred; and were lent on cer- 
tain stipulated terms, which terms could only 
be performed within the church to which the pro- 
perty helongs.’’ Mr. Wesley, therefore, ac- 
cording to your doctrine, could, as an elder of 
the Church of England, only perform his official 
functions within the Church of England; and 
the moment he went out of the bounds of that 
church, he was no more than a layman. If, 
therefore, he ordained ministers for the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church, as a member of that 
church, according to your doctrine, he did it as 
alayman. But we all know that Mr. Wesley 
claimed the right of ordination for your own 
church, by virtue of his office, as an elder of 
the Church of England. This you cannot deny. 
What then becomes of your assertion, ‘‘that 
one sect will not ordain ministers for another, 
or suffer another to do it for them.” Here is a 
matter of fact, of history, und that too which 
lies at the foundation of your own order, in di- 
rect opposition to your assertion. But this is 
not all. Mr. Otterbine, a member of another 
sect, assisted in the ordination of Mr. Asbury, 
a member of your own church. If he had no 
authority to act in his official capacity, out of 
the bounds of his own church, why did Mr. 
Asbury procure his assistance? We have selected 
these cases because they are immediately con- 
nected with the history of your own church, 
with which, it is to be presumed, you are 
acquainted. Other instances might be produced 
if it were deemed necessary. 

But to set your doctrine in bold relief. You 
say, ‘‘ifa minister expatriate, he thereby dis- 
solves the compact in virtue of which he received 
and held his official functions, and of course 
those functions cease.”’ Again, as above quo- 
ted, ‘‘those official powers are the property of 
the church for whose use they are conferred; 
and were lent on certain stipulated terms, which 
terms could only be performed within the 
church to which the property belongs.” It ap- 
pears that this unintelligible jargon, of ‘‘com- 
pacts,” of ‘stipulated terms,” of contracts, &c. 
have become the order of the day with Episco- 
pal Methodist; and no doubt will be handed 
down to posterity, as another instance of the 
folly of men in power, who endeavor to destroy 
the rights of the people, by their fooleries. It 
is not Our purpose to examine into the correct- 
ness of your fancies, any further than to point 
out a few of those consequences which flow 
from your doctrines. If yoursdoctrine be true, 
that a minister can only perform his official 
functions in the church where he received them; 
and that, when he expatriates, he looses his 
official functions, then it follows as a necessary 
consequence, that all the Protestant ordinations 
in Christendom are spurious and invalid, Lu- 
ther, Zuingle, Melancthon, Calvin, and all the 


Did Mr. Mr. Wesley ordain ministers for the 


worthies of the reformation, had received their 


ordination in the Roman’ Catholic Church, or’ 
from .men who had been led from ‘that 
church, or had expatriated that church.—Of 
course their official functions ceased. Their 
ordination was no longer valid. They could 
not exercise their functions any longer than 
they remained in the Catholic Church. The 
ordinations being invalid and spurious, in the 
commencement, they must remain equally so 
until this day. Your doctrine not only destroys. 
the validity of all the Protestant ordination on 
the continent of Europe, but it likewise involves 
the British divines in the same dilemma. They 
are the regular successors of those who expa- 
triated from: the Roman communion. Your 
doctrine deprives them of their official standing. 
A bishop is no more a bishop, an elder no more 
an elder. Itisachurch of laymen. Bt these 
same men, without any further authority than 
that which they derived from their ordinations 
in the Roman Catholic Church, assumed the 
right of ordaining others. Their successors did 
the same thing until the time of Mr. Wesley; 
who received his ordination after the same apu- 
rious manner. For no length of time can make 
that right, which was wrong in the commence- 
ment. But here is a case, a plain case, about 
which there can be no dispute. Mr. Wesley 
was ordained in the Church of England, His 
“official powers were the property of the church 
for whose use they were conferred; and were 
lent upon certain stipulated terms, which terms 
could only be performed within the church to 
which the property belongs.’ And yet Mr. 
Wesley, although according to your doctrine, 
he had received a spurious ordination in his 
own church, undertook to ordain’ ministers by 
virtue of his spurious ordination, for another 
and distinct church... This property, bad as it 
was, which he received from the English Church, 
and which belonged:to said church, he, with 
sacrilegious hands, transfers, or rather attempts 
to transfer, to the Methodist Episcopal Church! 
By your doctrine, however, he could not do 
this. Mr. Wesley could no more carry the pro- 
perty of the Church of England, into the Me- 
thodist Episcopal Church, than “‘one family can 
vote the property of another into their own 
hands.’ So that, in truth and in fact, if this doc. 
trine be true,there is no ordination in the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church. ‘‘The want of a regular Or 
dination of their own must subject their’’ divine- 
ly authorised ruling clergymen, “to some serious 
difficulties and dangers. Thelaws of most, if 
not all the states in the Union, require ministers 
to be regularly ordained, and continue in the 
regular and lawful possession of those orders, 
in order to solemnize the marriage contract, 
An unlawful procedure in this case, will subject 
them to heavy penalties, (which is the more to 
be pitied, as their fortunes are small and sala- 
ries trifling) besides exposing the innocent par- 
ties married by them to the disagreeable reflec- 
tion of having been married by an improper 
person. The casevof baptism also will be at- 
tended with difficulty. The authority to baptize 
was given by our Lord only to his ministers; 
and the common if not universal usage of Chris- 
tians confine the ministration of this ordinance, 
to regularly ordained ministers, Now if a man 
should administer this ordinance, after he has 
lost his ministerial functions,’’ (or who had 
never been regularly ordained,) “it would be 
very natural for the subject, on learning this 
fact, to be dissatisfied in his mind to think he 
had been’ baptized by an improper person.” 
Now sir, I leave you with these disagreeable re- 


'flections; and whilst you are tormented with 
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the stings of conscience, for having illegally Orange 


performed this ceremony of baptism, and the 
rite.of matrimony, I will inform you, that the 

penalties annexed to the latter, need not 
be much dreaded since there is no ecclesiastical 
court established in this country, to enquire into 
the validity and regularity of your or any 
ordination. 

The ministers of the Associated Methodist 
Churches; who were ordained by the ministers 
of the Methodis Episcopal Church, are precisely 
in the same situation with Luther, and Zuingle, 
and Mélancthon, and: Cranmer, and a host of 
ancient reformers; and with such company they 
are satisfied, though they should be vilified by 
Mr. “8.” 

in, say, “that Mr. Wesley was a reg- 
he was made the apostle of 
the Methodists, is a cause of gratulation; be- 
cause as the Church of England claims a regular 
succession in the ministry from the apostles 
down; then, so far as this succession is neces- 
sary to’ the validity of ordination we have it.”’ 
Now, sir, the regular succession of which you 
boast, this same Mr. Wesley says, ‘I know to: 
be a fable which no man ever did or can prove.” 

Speaking of the ordination of reformers, you 
say, “and they pretend to take with them, in 
humble dependence on us what they have 
otherwise called a spurious ordination.”” What 
ordination have the reformers taken with them? 
Deacon and Elder,—and you represent the 
great body of reformers as calling this ordination 

urious. Sir, where have they done this? 

hen and where have the great body of reform- 
ers represented Elder or Presbyterian ordina- 
tion, in the Methodist Episcopal Church, as 
invalid? In what book is it written? Tell us 
the chapter and page. As to episcopacy, that 
is another matter. The reformers have not 
taken that with them; and if you have a spu- 
rious episcopacy among you, it is your own 
fault, and not that of the reformers. You say, 
they have called that which they have taken 
with them spurious. Sir, I again demand the 
proof. I flatly deny it; I deny it in part, and in 
whole. It is aslander. It is of a piece with 
many other false and disgraceful tales, circulated 
to the injury of reformers. The author of such 
vileness should be held up to public execration; 
and if your church has the most distant regard 
to consistency, she must, unless you shew signs 
of repentance, deal with you for slander and 
falsehood. Ifyou were inconsiderately drawn 
into the assertion, without reflecting on the 
consequences, the only reparation which you 
can make an injured people, is a public recan- 
tation. Yours, &c. Amicus. 


One great mistake of life is looking to the 
clouds for happiness, instead of looking beyond 
them. The moment I forget God, or cease ad- 
verting to his presence, J forget myself. 


OBITUARY. 
For the Methodist Protestant. 
the sight of the Lord are the death of the 
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Mr. Editor,—This conveys to you and the 
readers of your excellent paper a brief account 
of the life and death of Mantua ANN SmiTH, 
wife of Charles C. Smith—She was the daughter 
of, Jesse and Phebe Daniel, and was born and 
raised tn Chatham county, within one. mile of 
pis. id a She embraced religion in jearly life; 


when about 17 years of age moved into 


other | set upon a hill, which cannot be hid. She was 


‘county, about five miles west of Hills- 
‘borough, where she married, and lived to enjoy 
her family about two years, and died the 26th of 
January, 1833, being about twenty years and 


eight months old. is saint of Jesus Christ 
was very upright in her life, and -was as a city 


much respected as a companion, a neighbour, 
and a christian, and a friend by all who knew 
her. She was the second person that attached 
herself to the Methodist Protestant church at 
Ridge meeting-house, with one other female, 
and now, in the space of twelve months, our 
membership has increased to fifty-six. She 
could not tarry long with us in this wilderness 
of temptation, sorrow and death; but she had 
the —. to see a glorious revival of religion 
break out, and a number of her friends happily 
converted, to unite with her in the church; and 
in about five months the messenger death came 
to unlock her clay tenement and let her happy 
soul loose, to be borne by angels to the realms of 
immortal glory. A few minutes before she de- 
parted, her countenance appeared very serene: 
she asked her friends to raise her up, that she 
might take one more view of this poor world: 
she then declared that she was ready to go; and 
after she exhorted her friends to meet her in 
heaven, she called her husband to her bedside, 
and with all the tenderness of a dear dying wife, 
entreated him to prepare to meet her where 
death can ne’er approach: and then, with a 
heavenly smile on her countenance, gave u 
her happy spirit. Her body is mingling wi 
its mother dust; while, no doubt, her soul is 
mingling with angels and all the happy spirits 
around the throne of God above. 

I now will give her husband’s words in writ- 
ing to one of the members of the church. ‘‘Mar- 
tha Ann Smith fought a good fight; kept the 
faith; finished her course; departed this life 
January 28, 1833. She being dead, yet — 
eth: blessed are the dead that die in the Lord; 
yea, saith the Spirit, for they shall rest from 
their labours, and their works follow them: for 
there the wicked cease from troubling. and there 
the weary are at rest. Lord, let me die the 
death of the righteous. So her soul is in heav- 
en, her body sleeps till the morning of the re- 
surrrection; then shall she awake from her 
tomb, and sing, O death! where is thy sting? 
O grave! where is thy victory? When soul and 
body shall re-unite and ascend to heaven, to 
reign with God forever and ever. So come 
Lord Jesus.”’ Amen. Atson Gray, Sup’t. 
Chatham, N. Carolina, September 16, 1833. 
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